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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the mvention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nishio (U.S. 
6,381,651) and Hashimoto (U.S. 5,931,905). 

As per claims 1,13,23 Nishio disclosed a mail server for initiating database synchronization with 
a client on a mobile computing device (col. 17, lines 1-6), comprising: a mail server copy of a 
user mailbox, wherein a copy of said user mailbox also exists on the client; means for receiving a 
message for said user at the mail server; means for storing the message in said user mailbox on 
the mail server (col. 11, lines 7-21); means, responsive to receipt of said message at the mail 
server, for initiating a link between the mail server and the client; and means for transmitting 
synchronization updates to the client in order to synchronize the client copy of said mailbox with 
the mail server copy, such that said message is added to the client copy of the mailbox and 
means for transmitting synchronization updates to the client in order to synchronize the client 
copy of said mailbox with the mail server copy, such that said message is added to the client 
copy of the mailbox (col. 17, lines 38-54). 
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However Nishio did not disclose in details means, responsive to receipt of said message at the 
mail server, for initiating a link between the mail server and the client. Wherein the step of 
initiating the link comprises: creating a first trigger messaging to a message server, at the 
message server, transmitting a second trigger message to the client using a first protocol 
responsive to receipt of the fits trigger message, at the client initiating a mail box synchronize 
request to the mail server using a second protocol in response to the receipt of the second trigger 
message; and wherein the method further comprises synchronizing the client copy of said 
mailbox with the mail server copy using the second protocol. 

In the same field of endeavor Hashimoto disclosed a plurality of local mail servers to which the 
televisions are connected through communication lines in each predetermined area and which are 
connected to one another on a network; and a center mail server to which the local servers are ; 
connected through the communication lines, is characterized in that television has a mail sending 
function which makes mail including at least destination information and the body of the mail to 
output the mail data to the local mail server, and a mail to output the mail data to the local mail 
server, and a mail receiving function (col. 3, lines 3-1 1). Hashimoto also disclosed mail boxes of 
the receivers are dispersed to local response servers so that the load for the center response server 
is dispersed and reduced. Since the mail routing program is provided with the function of 
converting the communication protocol to convert the protocol to another mail, mutual 
connection with the other mail can be performed (col. 16, lines 31-39). The mail transfer 
program takes out the received mail from the mail box indicated with the receiver ID to make 
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mail data. Mail data is forwarded to the program controller of the interactive television. Data 
communication is performed by using the communication controllers (col. 16, lines 13-19). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to have incorporated a plurality of local mail servers to which the televisions are 
connected through communication lines in each predetermined area and which are connected to 
one another on a network; and a center mail server to which the local servers are connected 
through the communication lines, is characterized in that television has a mail sending function 
which makes mail including at least destination information and the body of the mail to output 
the mail data to the local mail server, and a mail to output the mail data to the local mail server, 
and a mail receiving function. Mail boxes of the receivers are dispersed to local response servers 
so that the load for the center response server is dispersed and reduced. Since the mail routing 
program is provided with the function of converting the communication protocol to convert the 
protocol to another mail, mutual connection with the other mail can be performed (col. 16, lines 
3 1 -39). The mail transfer program takes out the received mail from the mail box indicated with 
the receiver ID to make mail data. Mail data is forwarded to the program controller of the 
interactive television. Data communication is performed by using the communication controllers 
in the method of Nishio to reduce the cost of delivering Email to the users and reduce latency in 
the terms of Email transfer and updates. 
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3. As per claims 2, 1 4 Nishio-Hashimoto disclosed wherein the mail server mailbox includes 
a remote device id for identifying the client (Hashimoto, col. 9, lines 21-26). 

4. As per claims 3,15 Nishio-Hashimoto disclosed wherein the step of initiating a link to 
said client comprises executing an agent, wherein the agent initiates a call to the client using said 
remote device id (Hashimoto, col. 12, lines 1-13). 

5. As per claims 4,16 Nishio-Hashimoto disclosed wherein the agent initiates the call to the 
client by: creating the first trigger message, said first trigger message comprising the remote 
device id; transmitting said first trigger message to the message server (Hashimoto, col. 14, lines 
1-10); and responsive to receipt of said trigger message at the message server, initiating said link 
between the mail server and the client in order to perform said synchronization (Hashimoto, col. 
3, liens 3-19). 

6. As per claims 5,17 Nishio-Hashimoto disclosed wherein said message server includes an 
address book, in which the remote device id of the client and contact details are stored 
(Hashimoto, col. 9, lines 29-33). 

7. As per claims 6,18 Nishio-Hashimoto disclosed wherein the step of initiating a link to the 
client further comprises: receiving the first trigger message at said message server (Hashimoto, 
col. 1 1, lines 57-67); looking up the remote device id contained within said first trigger message 
in the message servers address book (col. 12,. lines 1-13); mapping said remote device id to the 
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corresponding contact details; and using said details to transmit the second trigger message to the 
client (Hashimoto, col. 12, lines 43-50). 



8. As per claim 7 Nishio-Hashimoto disclosed wherein a first link is established between the 
client and the message server to allow receipt of said second trigger message by the client, said 
method further comprising the steps of: dropping said first link after receipt of said second 
trigger message at the client; initiating a second link from the client to the message server; and 
transmitting a synchronization request over said second link from the message server to the client 
using the second protocol (Hashimoto, col. 16, lines 31-39), wherein said synchronization is 
performed in response to receipt of said request at the client (Hashimoto, col. 3, lines 3-31). 



9. As per claims 8,19 Nishio-Hashimoto disclosed wherein the second trigger message is an 
SMS text message (Nishsio, col. 12, lines 2-12). 

10. As per claim 9 Nishio-Hashimoto disclosed wherein the mail server and the message 
server are physically the same machine (Nishio, col. 3, lines 23-39). 

11. As per claims 1 0,20 Nishio-Hashimoto disclosed further comprising the step of allowing 
a user to disable server initiated database synchronization with the client (Hashimoto, col. 9, 
lines 21-34) 
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12. As per claims 1 1,21 Nishio-Hashimoto disclosed comprising the steps of: logging when 
synchronisation was last performed; and responsive to receipt of a new message for the user at 
the mail server, waiting a predetermined amount of time after said synchronisation was last 
performed before performing synchronisation again (Nishio, col. 17, lines 38-56). 

13. As per claims 12,22 Nishio-Hashimoto disclosed further comprising the step of enabling 
a user to alter said predetermined amount of time (Nishio, col. 16, lines 41-65). 

Applicant's arguments are as follows: 

1 4. Applicant argued that prior art did not disclose the use of a simple first protocol from a 
server to trigger a mobile device that an email is present, followed by a request using a more 
powerful second protocol from the device to the server to the request the transmission of the 
email from the server to the device using the second protocol. 

As to applicant's argument Hashimoto disclosed mail boxes of the receivers are dispersed to 
local response servers so that the load for the center response server is dispersed and reduced. 
Since the mail routing program is provided with the function of converting the communication 
protocol to convert the protocol to another mail, mutual connection with the other mail can be 
performed (col. 16, lines 31-39). The mail transfer program takes out the received mail from the 
mail box indicated with the receiver ID to make mail data. Mail data is forwarded to the program 
cont _ rol !? r of .t he . > ter ac«ve television. Data communication is performed by using the - 
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communication controllers (col. 16, lines 13-19). One ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention can interpret the second protocol as a transfer protocol and the first protocol as 
communication protocol. 



Conclusion 



15. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
should be directed to Adnan Mirza whose telephone number is (703)-305-4633. 



examiner 
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1 7. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday during normal business 
hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dharia Rupal can be reached on (703)-305-4003. The fax for this group is (703)-746- 
7239. 



1 8. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follows: 

(703)-746-7239 (For Status Inquiries, Informal or Draft Communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"); 

(703)-746-7239 (For Official Communications Intended for entry, please mark "EXPEDITED 
PROCEDURE"), 

(703)-746-7238 (For After Final Communications). 

1 9. Any Inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)-305-3900. 
Any response to a final action should be mailed to: 
BOX AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks Washington, D.C.2023 1 
Or faxed to: 
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Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 4 th Floor Receptionist, Crystal Park II, 
2021 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA 22202. 



Adnan Mirza 
Examiner 





